
Department of Energy 1-11361
Washington, DC 20585 

September 28, 2011 
\ i ;', . \-

Mr. Ben Rusche 
Chairman 
South Carolina Governor's Nuclear Advisory Council 
1200 Senate Street 
408 Wade I-Iampton Building 
Columbia. South Carolina 29201 

Dear Iv1r. Chairman: 

Thank you for your September 8, 20 II. letter requesting information regarding the path forward 
for the F Tank Farm closure at the Savannah River Site (SRS) in Aiken, South Carolina. The 
closure of liquid radioactive waste tanks is one orthc Department of Energy's (DOE) highest 
priorities and we continue to focus our clTorls on achieving that goal. 

DOE has palticipated in meaningful technical exchanges with the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) on the F Tank Farm documentation, and I understand that we have 
appropriately responded to the NRC's requests for additional information in a complete and 
timely manner. We look forward to receiving the Consultative Technical Evaluation Report 
(Tr::R) from the NRC. Upon receipt of the TER. we will work closely with the South Carolina 
Department of IIealth and Environmental Control slafTto finalize the State-required tank closure 
documentation. 

DOE is committecilo protecting our workers. members or the pUblic, and the environment. We 
will consider all risks, those present today and potentially in the future, when making decisions 
relating to the management of this waste at the SRS. 

If you have any questions. please contact Mr. Frank Marcinowski. Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Technical and Regulatory Support, at (202) 586-0370. 

Sinccrclv. 

~ DaVId Huizenga 
Acting Assistant Secretary for 

Environmental rvlanagemcnl 

cc: D. Moody. SR 


