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April 19, 2013

Ms. Sherri Ross
SRS Waste Disposition Project
Savannah River Operations Office

Aiken, SC 29802
RE: Draft Basis for Section 3116 Determination for Closure of H-Tank Farm at the Savannah
River Site

Dear Ms. Ross:

DOE has requested public comments on the Draft Basis for Section 3116 Determination for
Closure of H-Tank Farm at the Savannah River Site. The South Carolina Governor’s Nuclear
Advisory Council has reviewed pertinent sections of the document, and your presentation to
the SRS Citizens Advisory Board on March 26, and provides the following comments.

First, we note with satisfaction that DOE has incorporated the lessons learned during the NRC
consultation process for the F-Tank Farm into this tank closure consultation process. We
believe that this will enable the H-Tank Farm consultation to proceed more efficiently with a
more focused technical effort, resulting in an equally strong H-Tank Farm 3116 Determination
by the Secretary of Energy, with fewer man hours expended.

Secondly, we note that DOE will continue to follow the methodologies for characterization,
analysis, assessment, cleaning, stabilization, and closure being used in F-Tank Farm, and the
same thorough documentation of each step.

Most importantly, the analyses indicate that the estimated peak all-pathways dose to a
member of the public during both the DOE Manual 435.1-1 time period of 1,000 years (peak of
0.3 mrem/yr), and the base case deterministic analysis time period of 10,000 years (peak of 4
mrem/yr), are well below the performance objective of 25 mrem/yr.
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We understand these models may be refined during the course of the closure process. We
also understand that the current assumptions will be updated with analytical results as
necessary to incorporate new information regarding waste residuals, as they are learned.

However, we believe that the conservative approach used by DOE and its contractors in
developing (and the NRC in reviewing) this document ensures that tank closures will protect the
environment, the public and the workforce under the H-Tank Farm closure plan.

Thank you for providing us this opportunity to comment on the draft document. We look
forward to closing tanks in H-Tank Farm in the near future.

Sincerely,

Karen Patterson, Chair
South Carolina Governors Nuclear Advisory Council

Cc: Members of Council
Gov. Haley



