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August 22, 2012 
 
The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham 
290 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
RE: Funding for critical liquid radioactive waste disposition projects at the Savannah River Site 
 
 
Dear Senator Graham: 
 
The South Carolina Governor’s Nuclear Advisory Council applauds the efforts of the Savannah River Site 
to vitrify the stored liquid radioactive waste sludge into the safer configuration of inert glass.   However, 
the majority of the waste (90% of the volume and 50% of the radioactivity) requires an additional 
process prior to vitrification.  Completing this process in the Salt Waste Processing Facility (SWPF), which 
is under construction, is critical to completing the vitrification of the liquid radioactive waste, emptying 
and closing the high-level waste tanks, and eliminating the single greatest environmental risk to 
residents of South Carolina.      
 
We urge you and the other members of the South Carolina delegation to ensure that Congress fully 
funds the entire vitrification and tank closure program through completion, including SWPF 
construction.  The vitrification and tank closure projects are so intricately linked and closely 
choreographed that a delay of any process causes severe and potentially costly ramifications throughout 
the entire liquid waste vitrification system.  As you know, the SWPF’s construction schedule and 
operational readiness date were adversely affected by the inability of vendors to supply process tanks 
that met the nuclear quality control requirements.  American vendors have not constructed nuclear 
components in 30 years, and understandably lost their ability to fabricate critical components that 
ensure the safe operation of these complex processes.    However, the inability of American 
manufacturers to meet the quality requirements of a nuclear project that minimizes risk to citizens of 
the United States should not be a reason to restrict funding to the project.   
 
We believe that the experience gained and lessons learned from constructing SWPF (and the MOX Fuel 
Fabrication Facility at SRS) will serve our Nation well as we construct new commercial nuclear facilities 
that move us towards energy independence.  It is important to differentiate between poor project 
planning and genuine learning curves.  SRS’s record of taking on and safely managing vulnerable nuclear 
materials, while simultaneously reducing the risks from our Cold War legacy is exemplary.   In fact, we 
believe that SRS leads the weapons complex in managing the country’s nuclear waste legacy and 
supporting the country’s non-proliferation goals, and that this record should be rewarded.   



The best way to do that is to fully fund the projects at SRS that will complete the disposition of the 
vulnerable nuclear materials at SRS.   The Governor’s Council is aware that tough economic times mean 
tough budget decisions.  However, disposing of nuclear wastes generated by the Cold War is not a 
discretionary budget item.     
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Karen Patterson, Chair 

SC Governor’s Nuclear Advisory Council 

 
Cc:  Gov. Nikki Haley, State House, Columbia 
 Dr. Dave Moody, DOE-SR 

Mr. Terry Spears, DOE-SR 
Mr. Dave Olson, SRR 

 


